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For Adib Fricke, words are much more than mere carriers of meaning—they are the material from 
which his art is created. Since the late 1980s, the conceptual artist has been exploring the multiface-
ted nature of language and its effect in artistic contexts. 

With the catalog of works “All These Words,” Fricke presents a selection of current and earlier works 
that reveal his ongoing exploration of the materiality, plasticity, and perception of language. On 
display are works from the current series “PTC,” which examines the interplay of language and image; 
the ongoing project “The Word Company,” in which Fricke created and circulated words without 
meaning; as well as early computer-based works from the early 1990s and text-based installations in 
public spaces. In projects such as “How Art Is Made,” part of the Minimal Words group of works, he 
integrates reflection on the process of creating art directly into his practice—here, language is simul-
taneously a tool, a theme, and a medium. Fricke‘s artistic thinking is linked to neuroscientific questi-
ons about perception, creativity, and consciousness. 

How does color, form, or spatial presence change the meaning of words? What kind of confusion 
arises when language deviates from its usual function? 

The newly published book All These Words invites readers to rethink these questions and offers 
insight into Fricke‘s conceptual world, in which language itself becomes art. 
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